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MINUTES

of the meeting of 21 and 22 March 2001

BRUSSELS

Wednesday, 21 March 2001
The meeting opened at 3.10 p.m. with Mr Perry, first vice-chairman and acting chairman in the chair.

oOo

Mr Gemelli,  the chairman, and Mr Wyn, who were on an ACP delegation, sent apologies.

oOo

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 299.672)

The draft agenda was adopted subject to any changes in the order of items arising from the availability of Commission officials with responsibility for each of them.

2. Approval of minutes

The minutes of the meetings of 6-7 November 2000 and 22-23 January 2001 were approved.

3. Chairman's announcements

The acting chairmen Mr Perry announced that:

· the Commission Vice-President, Mrs de Palacio, had, on the committee's request forwarded a copy of the Lloyds questionnaire sent to the British Government and detailed the restrictive conditions for consultation of the questionnaire.  The following spoke:  Perry, Watts, and De Rossa. It was decided not to accept the conditions imposed by Mrs de Palacio and to invite her to attend a committee meeting.

· The hearing on the environment would be held on 25 April 2001 in the afternoon in the presence of the Commissioner, Mrs Wallström.

· The visit by Mr Galle, Ombudsman for Rhineland Palatinate would be held over to a subsequent meeting.

· Mr McAllion, chairman of the Petitions Committee of the Scottish Parliament, had visited Brussels on 19 March 2001.  Mr De Rossa spoke.

· Following the adoption of the Committees on Legal Affairs and Citizens' Freedoms, on the code of good administrative conduct, Mr Perry would draw up a draft amended report.

4. Other business

On a proposal from the acting chairman, it was decided to reopen consideration of Petition No 259/97 on the basis of further information from the petitioner.

In the presence of the Commission of the European Communities

Exchange of views with Mr Liikanen, Member of the Commission, concerning breast implants in the light of:

Petition No 470/98, by Mrs Mme Vurgun-Kern (Belgian) on behalf of the self-help group of women damaged by silicone bearing about 1000 signatures concerning silicone implants and 

Petition No 771/98 by Mr Harvey (British) on a ban on silicone breast implants
The acting chairman gave the floor to Mr Liikanen who outlined his views, stressing that research into the effects of silicone implants on women's' health should not be abandoned and that they should be keep informed of the advantages and disadvantages thereof.  He also intended to forward a communication to the Commission on this matter.  The following spoke: Perry, Kessler, Mathieu and Miller.

The acting chairman also gave the floor to the petitioners: Mrs Meyer (replacing Mrs Vurgun Kern), on behalf of the Belgian petitioners, Mrs Boots, on behalf of the Dutch petitioners and Mrs Williamson, on behalf of the British petitioners.

The following spoke: Bosch, Lambert, M. De Rossa, Kessler, Stihler and Perry.  Commissioner Liikanen replied to their questions.

The acting chairman thanked the Commissioner and announced his decision to table a motion for a resolution on silicone implants for the May part-session.

6. Treaty of Nice and the future of the European Union

Draftsman: Mr Wyn
Mrs Lambert (for Mr Wyn, who had sent apologies) tabled the draft opinion.

The following took part in the ensuing exchange of views: De Rossa, Koukiadis, Perry and Lambert.

The following timetable was decided on:

Deadline for tabling amendments: 29 March 2001

Consideration and adoption: meeting of 10/11 April 2001.

7. Seventeenth annual Commission report on monitoring the application of Community law (1999)

Rapporteur : Mr Candal
The acting chairman announced that in addition to an amendment by Mr Marinos, two oral amendments had been tabled by the PPE/DE Group.

Mr Candal, rapporteur, was in favour of the two oral amendments while calling for a rewording of the amendment by Mr Marinos. The following spoke Koukiadis, Candal and Perry.

The vote would be held at 10 a.m. the following day.

8. Petition No 1/2000, by Mrs Manuela Schnur (German) bearing 7 033 signatures, concerning the arbitrary manner in which canine breeds are registered

The following spoke: Perry, Ziane (the Commission representative),  Klingere, on behalf of the petitioner, Schnur, Perry, De Rossa, Perry, Ziane, Klingere, Perry, De Rossa, Perry, Klingere, Kessler and Perry.

It was decided to close consideration of the petition with the Commission's reply.

9. Petition No 985/96, bearing 11 000 signatures, by Mrs Joan Isherwood (British) concerning civil proceedings in the Greek courts

Petition No 1023/96 by Mr and Mrs T. ALLWRIGHT (British) bearing 18 signatures on the different provisions in the Member States relating to sanctions on dangerous drivers and the need for such information to be exchanged
On Petition No 985/96, the following spoke:  Perry, Seite (Commission representative),  Koukiadis and Seite.

Concerning Petition No 1023/96 Mr Perry and Mr Frieberger, representing the Commission, spoke.

The following took part in the ensuing exchange of views: Koukiadis, Frieberger, De Rossa, Banotti, Koukiadis, Perry, de Rossa and Frieberger, who concluded that in the absence of a European driving licence, driving licences are allocated by the Member States.  It was decided to close consideration of these petitions with the Commission reply.

oOo

The meeting adjourned at 5.45 p.m. so that the coordinators' meeting could be held.

oOo

Thursday, 22 March 2001
The meeting resumed at 9.15 a.m. with Mr Perry, acting chairman, in the chair.

oOo

10. Petition No 894/96 by Mr William GIRLING WRIGHT (British) and 9 co-signatures, concerning their dismissal during a dispute with the P&O shipping company

The following spoke:  Perry,  De Dieu (representing the Commission) and Wats, who suggested that a hearing on maritime insurance be organised in cooperation with the Committee on Regional Policy, Transport and Tourism, and that the petitioners also be invited to attend.

It was decided to leave consideration of the petition open and request information from the Commission.

11. Amendment of Article 3 of the Regulations governing the performance of the Ombudsman's duties 

Draftsman: Mrs Sbarbati
Mrs Sbarbati tabled her draft report.  An exchange of views was held during which Mrs Thors expressed her full agreement with the proposed amendments.  She also recommended that the De Esteban and dos Sábios reports be taken into account.

12. Vote on the seventeenth annual Commission report on monitoring the application of Community law (1999)

Rapporteur : Mr Candal
The draft opinion was unanimously adopted.

13. Petition  No 706/99  by M. Günther Kreutz (German) concerning Community funding for Romanian orphanages

The following spoke: Perry,  Grillo and Post (representing the Commission), Banotti, Thors and Evans. 

It was decided to leave consideration of the petition open, inform the petitioner of amendments to the programme and forward to him the findings of the relevant hearing.  It was decided to forward the petition to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and inform 

DG III accordingly.

14. Petition  No 180/2000 by Mrs Anna Maria Rossana Cirrincione (Italian) chairman of 'Multidistrict Leo 108 Italy' on behalf of the 379 Italian Leo Clubs, concerning aid for abandoned children in Bucarest

The following spoke:  Perry, Grillo and Post (representing the Commission) and Thors.

It was decided to close the petition with the reply from the Commission and inform the petitioner of amendments to the programme to forward to her the findings of the relevant hearing.  It was also decided to forward the petition to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and inform DG III accordingly.

15. Petition  No 351/99 by Mr Mohammad Abou Salhab (Spanish) concerning discrimination against his application to study medicine in the United Kingdom

The following spoke: Perry, Alvarez Cuatro (representing the Commission), Camisón, Gonzalez Alvarez and Evans.

It was decided to close consideration of the petition with the Commission's reply.

16.
Petition No 134/2000 by Mrs Stefania Fantauzzi (Italian) concerning academic recognition at Community level of degrees obtained in the Member States
Mr Perry and Mrs Alvarez Cuatro, representing the Commission, spoke.

The Commission indicated that there had been no infringement of Community rules.  Students, including those of British nationality who had not been resident in the territory of the European Community for the three years prior to their immatriculation, were not entitled to a study grant under British law.

It was decided to close consideration of the petition with the Commission's reply.

17.
Petition  No 33/2000 by Mr Mario Mancinelli (Italian) concerning the harmful consequences of unjustifiable delays by the Commission in issuing declarations of conformity for fishing vessels
The following spoke: Perry, Lazo Sanz (representing the Commission), Gonzalez Alvarez and Camisón. 

It was decided to close the petition with the Commission reply and inform the petitioner of the outcome of the deliberations.

18. 
Proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a community programme of action for the environment for the period 2001 – 2010 – Rapporteur: Mrs González Àlvarez
Mrs  González Àlvarez tabled her draft opinion.

The following timetable was agreed:  

Deadline for tabling amendments: 3 April 2001

Consideration and adoption   10-11 April 2001

19.
Petition No 82/2000  by Mr Franz Josef Stumann on behalf of the Assembly of the European Regions on the lack of transparency and calls for applications, timing and setting of deadline by the Commission 

The following spoke: Perry, Laheye (representing the Commission) and Marinos

It was decided to leave consideration of the petition open and forward a copy of the Commission reply to the committee of the regions.

20.
Petition No 157/2000 by Mr Jens Engelhardt (German) concerning an amendment to the Staff Regulations applicable to officials of the European Communities
The following spoke: Perry, Babich (representing the Commission), Marinos and González Àlvarez.

The Commission was currently considering the possibility of providing for 'de facto couples'' in the provisions of the staff regulations. However, it took the view that it was not yet possible to act on the petitioner’s wishes.

It was decided to close consideration of the petition with the Commission’s reply.

21.
Petition No132/2000 by Mrs Arlette Gaildrau  (Belgian) on behalf of the ‘Rosa Flor Park’ residents of Els Poblets (Alicante, Spain) concerning alleged discrimination against Community citizens by the local authorities
The following spoke: Perry, Vandenbergh (representing the Commission), Gonzalez Alvarez and Marinos. Mr Perry took the view that the ruling by the Spanish courts referred to by the Commission should resolve the problem raised by the petitioner. It was decided to either take no further action on the petition as yet and to close consideration thereof if the petitioner did not provide any further information of substance within two months.

22. 
Petition 114/2000  by Mr Kownatzski (German) on behalf of the ‘Deutsch-Polnische Gesellschaft Weyhe E.V.’ concerning turnover taxes and tariff regulations involving  youth exchanges
Mr Perry and Mr Vandenberger, representing the Commission, spoke. No infringement of Community law appeared to have occurred. It was decided to close consideration of the petition with the Commission reply.

23.
Petition No 264/2000 by Mr Vincenzo di Lorenzo (Italian) concerning an amendment to Directive 388/77/EEC to avoid excessive taxation, particularly for the less affluent, on the domestic consumption of methane gas
Mr Perry and Mr Vandenberg, representing the Commission, spoke,  it was decided to close consideration of the petition with the Commission’s reply.

The meeting adjourned at 12.25 p.m. and resumed at 3.05 p.m. with Mrs  Gonzales Alvarez, acting chairman, in the chair. 

24.
Petition No 734/99 by Mrs Gaby Reifenhauser (German) concerning a ban on night flights to and from Cologne/Bonn airport

Petition No 62/2000 by Mrs Lore Butterweck (German) concerning a ban on night flights to and from the Cologne/Bonn airport
The following spoke: the acting president, Rohart (representing the Commission), Butterweck (the petitioner), Kessler, Marinos and Gonzalez Alvarez. The Commission is studying measures to regulate night flights, for example, the classification of aircraft based on their noise levels, fines for airports which fail to respect the ban on such flights, harmonisation of community laws etc. 

It was decided to leave the petitions open and request further information from the Commission.

25. 
Petition No 288/97 by Maria del Carmen Lostal Martin (Spanish), on behalf of the Casa de Campo de Valdebebas Civic and Ecological platform concerning measures to end the unsupervised disposal of solid waste at a site in a district of Madrid.

The acting chairman and Mr Ramos, Commission representative, spoke, Mr Gonzales Alvarez, MEP, took the view that the Commission was justified in envisaging infringement proceedings against Spain. It was decided to leave the petition open pending written confirmation of the information given orally by the Commission and request further information from the Commission.

26.
Petition No194/2000  by Mr Ludwig Gekle (Germany) and 10 co signatories concerning the relocation of a high voltage power line
The following spoke: the acting chairman Mr Seguinot, representing the Commission, and Mrs Gonzales Alvarez.  

Proximity to magnetic fields undoubtedly gave rise to health problems which disappeared when those affected moved away. However, no causal relationship between cancer and exposure to electro magnetic waves had yet been proved.

It was decided to close consideration of the petition with the Commission reply.

These petitions which could not be considered would be held over to a subsequent meeting.

27.
Date and place of next meeting
The next meeting would be held on Tuesday, 10 April  2001 in the afternoon and Wednesday, 11 April 2001 in the morning and afternoon.

<PathFdR>PV\432910EN.doc</PathFdR>

PE <NoPE>299.677</NoPE>
EN
EN

PE <NoPE>299.677</NoPE>
8/8
<PathFdR>PV\432910EN.doc</PathFdR>
EN

<PathFdR>PV\432910EN.doc</PathFdR>
7/8
PE <NoPE>299.677</NoPE>

EN


