DECLARATION CALLING FOR AN IMMEDIATE END
TO THE INDUSTRIAL INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION
SYSTEM FROM SOUTH KOREA

To the Government of the President of South Korea,
Moon Jae-in:

Many people remember the 1988 Seoul Summer
Olympic Games when South Korea’s pride as a newly
industrializing nation was ruined by the revelation of its
shameful 35-year-long dependence on international
adoption. Yet South Korea, now clearly recognized as an
advanced nation, continues to send children to families
in the West. After sixty-five years of overseas adoption,
will the PyeongChang Olympic Games mark another
moment in which national pride turns into national
shame? As South Korea plans to host the 2018 Winter
Olympic Games, we ask the Moon Jae-in administration
to immediately terminate overseas adoption from South
Korea. Although South Korea has addressed many of the
root causes of overseas adoption over the past decade
by introducing legislation to support single mothers and
prioritize family preservation, we believe that South
Korea, now more than ever, can end the needless
separation of children from their mothers and families.
WE CALL UPON THE GOVERNMENT TO IMMEDIATELY
TERMINATE INDUSTRIAL ADOPTIONS FROM SOUTH
KOREA.

More than 95 percent of children sent from South Korea
to the West are born to unwed mothers. With recent
changes to adoption legislation and the recognition of
the need for greater investments to support single
mothers in order to raise their own children, the
government has made positive steps toward
empowering these women and helping to preserve
families in the best interests of the children. Expanding
programs to enhance reproductive rights and investing
in alternative child welfare facilities should continue.
However, further protections for single mothers and the
human rights of their children must be implemented in
order to combat the social stigma that continues to
pervade Korean society, particularly in terms of
workplace, education, institutional discrimination, and
lack of birth registration.

WE CALL ON THE GOVERNMENT TO 1) MAKE SUPPORT
FOR UNWED MOTHERS AND CHILDREN IN INSTITUTIONS
A BUDGETARY PRIORITY; 2) IMPLEMENT UNIVERSAL
BIRTH REGISTRATION; 3) PASS THE COMPREHENSIVE
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION ACT, CONDUCT ANTI-
DISCRIMINATION  CAMPAIGNS, AND MAKE THE
DISCRIMINATION OF UNWED MOTHERS AND THEIR

CHILDREN ILLEGAL.

Thousands of adoptees have grown up and returned to
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South Korea as adults, and more than 20,000 more will
come of age in the next ten to twenty years. Many who
are now adults have shared diverse stories of loss and
longing, racial alienation, identity confusion, depression,
and desires to connect with their birth families and
Korean culture. Over the past few decades, many
programs have been developed, including culture camps,
language education programs, and birth family search
and reunion support. Yet much more must be done for
adult adoptees across the lifecycle, especially as the
youngest generation of adoptees comes of age.
Adoptee-led organizations around the world have been
at the forefront of designing post adoption services
programs. Their personal and professional expertise
must be integrated into post adoption services, overseen
by the Ministry of Health and Welfare, not by adoption
agencies, whose interests lie in perpetuating the
adoption system.

WE CALL ON THE GOVERNMENT TO IMPLEMENT
COMPREHENSIVE POST-ADOPTION SERVICES,
INCLUDING CULTURE AND LANGUAGE EDUCATION,
POST-REUNION SUPPORT, AND MENTAL HEALTH AND
COUNSELING RESOURCES, WITH ADULT ADOPTEE

CONSULTANTS WHO SPECIALIZE IN THESE AREAS.

A number of Korean American adoptees have been
compelled to return to South Korea in recent years due
to their immigration status, and one of them recently
died by suicide. Adoption agencies have operated for
decades without proper government oversight.
Adoptees who may lack placement country citizenship
can be traced back to the negligence of these agencies.
Adoptees have the right to live in their placement
country as full citizens. For such adoptees, many are
denied government benefits or loans, cannot travel
without restrictions outside of their placement country,
and cannot travel to South Korea. In short, they have not
received protection from their birth country nor their
placement country. When adoptees are deported to
suffer from poverty,

South Korea, they often

homelessness, and have mental health needs and
substance abuse issues.

WE CALL ON THE GOVERNMENT TO 1) AUDIT ADOPTION
AGENCIES, REVIEW THEIR LICENSING AND IMMEDIATELY
ENFORCE A MODEL OF POST ADOPTION SERVICES TO
ADDRESS CITIZENSHIP FAILURES BY INCLUDING SUPPORT
FOR ADOPTEES REQUIRING ACCESS OR CHANGES TO
ADOPTION DOCUMENTS, AND/OR ADJUSTMENT OF
STATUS, AND/OR SUPPORT BASED ON EXPERIENCES OF
REMOVAL; 2) PROVIDE GOVERNMENT-TO-
GOVERNMENT ADVOCACY TO LEGALLY PROTECT AND
MATERIALLY SUPPORT ADOPTEES WITHOUT

CITIZENSHIP; 3) PROVIDE DEPORTED ADOPTEES IN
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SOUTH KOREA WITH ADEQUATE WELFARE SERVICES
INCLUDING HOUSING, MEDICAL SERVICES, MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES, AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.

South Korea’s international adoption program has been
viewed as a model by adoption agencies in the West
because it is a reliable and streamlined system that has
delivered more than 200,000 children to parents in
foreign countries since 1955. What should have been a
temporary solution after the Korean War became a
permanent one, and South Korea continues to rank third
in the world in numbers of children sent to foreign
countries. Past efforts to end international adoption
from South Korea have been stymied repeatedly by the
lobbying efforts and demand for children by foreigners.
NOW IS THE TIME TO FINALLY END THE INDUSTRIAL
ADOPTION SYSTEM, AND TO PROVE THAT SOUTH KOREA
CAN BE A MODEL COUNTRY, NOT FOR ITS EFFICIENT
EXPORT OF CHILDREN, BUT FOR UPHOLDING A JUST
SOCIAL WELFARE SYSTEM THAT GUARANTEES A
FLOURISHING FUTURE FOR ALL ITS CITIZENS.

Adoptee Rights Campaign
Adopteerightscampaign.org

Julayne Lee

Shannon Doona Bae
University of California, Irvine

Adoptee Rights Campaign
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Women with Disabilities Empathy

kimura byol-nathalie lemoine
ACA (Adoptee Cultural Archives)

LR o Tl g

Sexual and Reproductive Rights Forum

Tammy Chu Tolle
Adoptee Solidarity Korea

Kim Soo-bok Cimaschi
Koreani Adopttivi Italiani Organizzati

Kelly Condit-Shrestha
University of Minnesota

Hanna Sofia Jung Johansson
Swedish Korean Adoptees' Network

Amie Kim
Adoption Naturalization Deportation
Research Project

Reverend Do Hyun Kim
KoRoot

Eleana Kim
University of California, Irvine

Hosu Kim
College of Staten Island
City University of New York

Mette A. E. Kim-Larsen
University of Copenhagen

James Kyung-Jin Lee
University of California, Irvine

Kimberly McKee
Grand Valley State University

Lene Myong
University of Stavanger

Kristin R. Pak
Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK)

tammy ko robinson
Korean Adoptee Researchers'
Memory Archive (KARMA)

Simone Eun Mi
KoRoot
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Gonggam Human Rights Law
Foundation
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Research Group for the Right to

Diverse Families

US|

Dandelions

et 0|22 ItE3 3
Korea Unwed Mothers' Families
Association

o+ st 0|22 7t 5E3
Korea Unwed Mothers' Families
Association, Daegu

BiotE D[ E HEE D223

Organization of Unwed Mothers

SH20|Ea XUy EYD
Korean Unwed Mothers

Network (KUMSN)

Support

SR a AP
Korean Association of Single Parents

AESXH HE ALY
Coalition for Enactment
discrimination Law

of Anti-



For more information on this declaration, please contact: koreanadoptiondeclaration@gmail.com
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Abdul Dube
Abelone Koppel,
Writer

ACT

Adoptee Rights
Campaign
Adoptee Solidarity
Korea - Los
Angeles (ASK-LA)
Adoptee Solidarity
Korea (ASK)
Adoption Healing,
Inc.

Adoption Truth and
Transparency
Worldwide Network
Afro Empowerment
Center Denmark
Against Child
Trafficking

Against Child
Trafficking USA
Alex Au, Uncovery
Alex Cross

Alex Hanesworth
(Brown University)
Alexandra Hayette
Alexandra Suh (as
an individual)
Alice Zheng

Allan Rodrigues
(HUFS Student)
Alyshia Galvez,
ag465@nyu.edu
Amanda Bacchus
Amanda Backlund
Amanda Mendat
Amulya G, HUFS
Amy Partain

Amy Rizner

Amy SuJa Barrett
Carr

Anders Riel Muller,
Forum for Adoption
Politics (Denmark)
Andrea Hong Marra,
Activist and writer
Andrea S Brok
Andressa
Gongalves Vidigal
Anja Michaelsen,
Ruhr-University
Bochum, Germany
Ann Rhee Menzie
Anna

Anna Caroline
Stuligross

Anna Combet
Anna Jin Hwa
Borstam, Swedish
Korean Adoptees'
Network

Anna Tomasson
Anne Christensen
Annie Kim

Annika Ohman
Forsstrom

Ansley J Flores
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Arissa Oh, Boston
College

Artist Cecilia Sering
Asa Eriksson

Ash G

Asians NOW!
Audrey Lieberworth
/ AKA SF

Bayreuth University
Becca Wild
Benedicte f
Benjamin
Vercellone
Berndien Mulder,
Arierang

Beth Kopacz,
University of
California, Riverside
Bin Sjogren

birthe christensen
Bo Hansen

Bo Hansen,
University of
Southern Denmark
Boardmember
Koreaklubben DK
Bonnie Berggren
Brent Beesley

Brit Kim Bech

C. Harry

Camilla Hedberg
Campbell HJ Moon
Candy YUN /
Koreans Sexual-
minority Culture &
Rights Center

Carl Josefsson,
Saint Investments
LLC

Carol Rhyu

Casey Neuru Kim
Catherine Ceniza
Choy, UC Berkeley
Cathy Schlund-
Vials, University of
Connecticut
Cecilie Hedegaard-
Elmsted, Korea
Klubben

Chaelee Dalton,
Pomona College
Chamila
Seppenwoolde
United Adoptees
International based
in the Netherlands
Chang Okhee
Chang Y. Han,
World Hug
Foundation
Charles Dennis
Alger, MA, MDiv
Charlie Hedman
Charlotte
christensson
Charlotte Jensen
Charlotte Karem
Albrecht
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Chilsung Choi
choiseongil/health
Christel Lundberg
Christine Hong, UC
Santa Cruz
Christine Milrod,
PhD

Christopher Fan,
UC Irvine

Chung hae ryun
Codie otte
Coulombeau Gaélle
Crystal Luk
Cycles of Change
Cynthia

Dami Lee

Dana Dieckmann
Dana Park Weiser
Danielle Chau
Danny Slater
David Hildebrand
David J. Kim SUNY
Purchase

David Monkawa,
Progressive Asian
Network for Action
David Moschkau
AK Connection
David vegy
Deakin University
Deann Borshay
Liem

Derek Eggen

Dina Buck, AKA-SF
dong hoon-LEE
Dosook Kim

Dr. Karen Balcom,
McMaster
University
Dupretz Nicolas
E.L.

Edward Hong, N/A
Elisabeth Gullach,
University of
Copenhagen
Elizabeth Clark
Rubio, UC Irvine
Elizabeth De Young
Elizabeth Niarhos
Ellie - OzChild
Emily Ahn Levy
Emily N. Bartz,
Texas A&M
University

emma hansson
Emma Valentine
Eric Sharp, actor,
playwright

Erica Lillquist
Esther Kang -
HOBAK (Hella
Organized Bay
Area Koreans)
eunha wood
Eun-jin Lee
Eunmee Gerlach
Eun-mi Postma
Fatima Jonsson
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Garam Han
Garrett Evangelical
Theological
Seminary

Giia Weigel
Ginger Jung
Grace Jung

HAN YONG OE
Hanna Herb
Hannah Choe
hannah kim, Cairos
Hannah Ohlén,
editor at Fronesis
Heather Herbst
Heayeon Won
(Good Center for
Child Welfare)
Hee Jin

Hee Young Kim
HeJin Kim, human
rights activist
Helen Lee

Helle Hast

Heo, jee-young
Herbert Lim
Hilbrand Westra,
Former president
United Adoptees
International
Houa

Hwang insung
Hyejin Shim,
Korean American
Coalition to End
Domestic Abuse
Hyesil Jung/
Migrant World TV
Hyosun Lee
Hyoung Tae
Kim/Seoul Christian
University
Hyunjee Sim
HyunJu Chappell,
Rad KADs Study
Group

Hyunseung Ko, CS
party

Hyunsu Legacy of
Hope

lan Descamps,
Pomona College
Id/Justice Party
member

Ida Pottharst

lee manwoo
Dandelion

Ines Apel

Inge Dinesen,
Insight Expression
Ingrid Svingby
Jadah Stephens
Jae Kauffman
Jaemin Yun, CHA
University

Jakob Williams
@rberg, Aarhus
University
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James Techam, US
military officer
Jamilla Lind

Jan Han Il Nam
Petersen

Janet Tran

Jang JaeOong
Jasmine Aesun
Jaye Cho

Je areum /sehwa
socialwelfarecenter
Jenna Cho-Ness,
Adoptee Solidarity
Korea - Los
Angeles (ASK-LA)
Jennifer DeMarco
Jennifer Kwon
Dobbs, associate
professor, St. Olaf
College

Jennifer Pearson.
Adoptee Rights
Jenny Heijun Wills -
University of
Winnipeg

Jenny Palmqvist,
Jes Eriksen
Jessica Baik
Adoptee Solidarity
Korea

Jessica
McCummings
Jessica Sun Lee
Jessica Tucker
Jessica Windt
Jette Hye Jin
Mortensen

Ji Hye Groenendaal
Jihye Seo

Jinock Lee, KWPS
Jinseok Kim

Jio Im

Jiwon HEO
(EXEHEAEMY)
Jiyeon Park,
groovencreative
JK Song

Joan Rang
Christensen

Jody Macgregor
John K. Yi

John Tae shik Ha,
G.O.A.'L member
Jonas Cho
Walsgard

Jong Geol Lee,
Korean Gay Men's
Human Rights
Group 'Chingusai'
Jonn hoeksma
JooHee Justine
Bourgain
Josephine
Manshera

Joy Heller, KARMA
Ju Hui Judy Han
Juhyun Woo
Jungang University
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Julayne Lee,
Adoptee Solidarity
Korea - Los
Angeles (ASK-LA)
Julie Cho

Julie Koch, Network
of Politicized
Adoptees

Julie Macartney
Junauda Petrus,
Free Black Dirt
Juwon Lee
Juyeon Rhee

K Persson

Kang bo mee
Kang Dae Sung
Kang Min Yeong
Kang Taeln

Karen Ravn

Kari Liland

Kasper Eriksen
Kate Mun
kate-hers RHEE,
independent visual
artist

Katelyn Hancock
Katherine In-Young
Lee, UCLA

Katie Hae Leo,
MFA, Independent
Artist

Katy Maurer

Kelly Wong

Keshy Jeong,
soobak

Kiara Lee, Adoptee
Solidarity Korea -
Los Angeles

Kim

kim do young, SK
broadband

Kim Fluitsma ( Kim
Jung OKk)

Kim Stoker,
Adoptee Solidarity
Korea (ASK)

kim thompson

Kim young ran
Kim, Yoonok
Univ.of Seoul
kimura byol-nahalie
lemoine ACA
(Adoptee Cultural
Archives)

Kit Myers,
University of
California, Merced
Klara Murtinger
Konrad Tho Fiedler
Korea Association
of School Social
Workers(KASSW)
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Korea Klubben,
Charlotte Bielefeldt
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Korea Unwed
Mothers' Families
Association
Kornelia Jaswilek
Krista Benson,
Grand Valley State
University

Kristin Jordan
Kristina Alger
Krystn Lee Yonsei
University,
Underwood
International
College

KUMFA
kwangkuk kim
Kwangyee KIM
KWON A REUM
Kyla A. Smith,
Scripps College
kyoung ok, choi
Kyung Eun
Davidson
KyungHee Yi, no
affiliation
Kyung-Sook Benkel
Kyung-Sook Benkel
Regensburg
Germany
Kyusoon

Leah N

Lee jae tae

Lee Jin Ah

Lee Kyoungeun
LEE MIAE

Lee Se Eun,
Adoptionspolitisk
Forum/Forum for
Adoptionpolitics
Lee Wessels,
Saigon Creative
English

lee young
hee(EEILj
lene harbo

Lene Poulsen
Leslie Griep
Leslie Paik, City
College-CUNY
LGA, Inc.

Linda Byqgvist
Linda Jargensen
line knutzon

Lisa Hellmark
Lisa Wool-Rim
Sjoblom, Swedish
Korean Adoptees'
Network

Lisbet Vestergaard
Marek

Lydia Rumley-Wells,
Pomona College
Lynelle Long from
InterCountry
Adoptee Voices
Lyra Lauge
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M. Brinton Lykes,
Boston College
Center for Human
Rights &
International Justice
Maddie Spalding
Madeleine Weber
Maichen Thomsen
Maja Karlsson,
independent artist
Maja Lee Langvad,
writer

Maj-Britt Soll
Malene Choi
Jensen

Malene Minyoung
Lee Landt

Malou Klidmoster
Manja Johansen
Margie Andreason
Margie Perscheid
Maria Fredriksson,
AdPol Network
(Adoption Politics
Network)

Maria Kim Persson
(Kim Mi-Kyoung)
Maria Lee Olsen
Maria Savage
Marianne Tassone
Martin Koo
Rosenmejer

Mary Lee

Matilde Byskov
Matthew Blesse
Meghan Hye mee
McCartney
Melissae Bletsian
Metta Carter
Studio/Planet Love
-Independant
singer/composer/ph
otographer and
humanist, Denmark
Michael Konomos
Michael Reyes
Michael schigler
tingsgard

Michala Yun-Joo,
Think Tank
Adoption, Denmark
Michelle Sok

Mija Byung

Mikkel Friis-Mgller,
Technical University
of Denmark

Min Young Lee
Minah Kim

Miran Kwon

Moa Henriet

Molly Cho

Monica Yi, co-
founder at Troll
Hole NYC
MoonShik Woo
mothermade
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Nadia Kim, Loyola
M. University
Namseoul
University

Nanna Falk

Naomi Goodfellow
Nara Lee, Solidarity
for LGBT Human
Rights of Korea
Na-Rae Kim,
Kennesaw State
University

Nare park

Nari Baker,
Families of Color
Seattle

Ndumbe Ohman
Ngoc Hue Pham
Nicole di Zazzo
Nodutdol for Korean
Community
Development

Odal KWON
Oksusu

olteun kim & free
university of berlin
Oscar Jimenez
Kofoed-Emborg
Park Ki Bum

Patty Ahn,
SOOBAK

Paul Ahn

Paul Charette

Paul Henckel

Paul Liem, Korea
Policy Institute

Per Kap Bech
Jensen

personal friend of
adoptee

Phebe Ferrer,
University of British
Columbia

Pomona College
Purdue University
Queen's University,
Canada

Qwin

Raana Stiefel
Rachel Castillo
Rachel Rostad
Raina Tepfer (An
Jin Yoo)

Ramsay Liem,
Emeritus, Boston
College

Rebecca Ellison
Rebecka Folkesten
Rev. Joseph
Santos-Lyons, First
Unitarian Church of
Portland

Richard Raya
Richey Wyver,
University of
Auckland

Rikke Rasmussen
Riziki
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Robin (Han Kwon
Soo) Anderson,
Seoul National
Univeristy

Robyn Joy

Rory Pilgrim

Rose M. Kim, City
University of New
York

S. Heijin Lee, New
York University
Sadaf K, Pomona
College

Sam Brandt
Samantha Brown
sandra buch
Sanghyuk Shin,
University of
California Irvine
sanna hellgren
Sara Docan-
Morgan, University
of Wisconsin-La
Crosse

Sara Lahtinen
Sara Ochs

Sarah

Sarah Buhler
Sarah Hanan
Sarah Park Dahlen,
St. Catherine
University

Sarah van
Lamsweerde
Sarah Yehuda
Scottie Allen
Seong Nae Kim,
Sogang University,
Korea

Seung Hee Jeon,
Boston College
Seung hoon Yih
Seungjae Oh,
Solidarity for LGBT
Human Rights of
Korea

Shanna de Wit
Shannon Gibney,
Minneapolis
Community and
Technical College
Sharon Park

So Yung Kim,
Social Worker (US)
Sofia Larsson
Song Jongho
Sonny Picard
Sonum Dixit,
Progressive Asian
Network for Action
SOOBAK
Soocheon Yi
Soocheon Yi
Soojin Kim

SooJin Pate
Sookjin, Lee
Sooyoung Kim
Sooyoung Kim
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Sophia Wathne
soyeun Cho
so-young An
So-yung Mott
Stefan Gulddahl
Hansen,
Adoptionspolitisk
Forum

Stefano
Stephanie Park,
individual
Stephanie Pituc,
Ph.D.

Stephanie
Robinette
Stephen Johnson
Stine Kyung Pitney
sujin lee

Sun K Ham

Sun Yung Shin
Sung Jungsook,
Institute for Society
& Health
Sunghye Kim
Sunhye Kim,
University of
Maryland

sunnam kim and
SungKonghoe
university

Suong Lee

Susie Pak

Susie Woo,
California State
University, Fullerton
Suzanne SeulKee
Vyborney

Taejin Hwang,
University of
Tuebingen

Taiji Miyagawa,
Progressive Asian
Network for Action
(PANA), Los
Angeles

Tammy Kim
Tanja Wol
Sgrensen
Adoptionspolitisk
Forum

Tara Skadegaard
Thorsen

Tari Young-jung Na
(Women with
Disabilities
Empathy)

Teresa Wing-Stoll
Tess S. Thorsen,
Aalborg University
Tessa Scott

Thao

The Claremont
Colleges

The Lark

The Mother
Mountain Institute
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The Rev. Dr. Mary
Foulke, St. Mary's
Episcopal Church
The Rt. Rev. Diane
M. Jardine Bruce,
Episcopal Diocese
of Los Angeles
Therese Vercellone
Tiffany Salter,
Bates College
Tobias Hubinette,
Karlstad University
Tori Eun Kyung
Choi(SNUH)

Tove Bornhgft
Trine mee sook
Trine Mee Sook
UCSJ student
University of San
Francisco
Veronica D'Arrd
Veronika Karsten
Viola Bao,
University of
Copenhagen
Wendy Lane
Wilhelmina
Salemink
Wonyuna

Yang min ok
Yannick Harrison
(Editor, Marronage
Journal)

Yasmin Leveau
Paris, Temples of
Isis and Aphrodite
Yeong Ran Kim
Ylva Sjogren

Yong Chan Miller
yong oh

Yong Sun Gullach
Yong-lim, Choung /
Chung-Ang Univ.
YOO HYOJOO
Yoon Falk Jensen
Yoon Heesun
Yoon Nam-Sik
Yoonjoo Park
Yoon-shik Boxman
Yoo-suk Kim,
Chingusai

Young Min Park
Youngeun Koo
(University of
Tuebingen)
YoungHun Kim
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Young-ju, Ko
Youngryar

Yuka Nishii

Yun Jin Carson,
MSW, ASW, MNA
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